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Growing Focus on 
Healthy Headwaters  
  

  
New Reports from ACWA, TNC and SNC 
Released     
Recently, The Nature Conservancy and the Association of 
California Water Agencies (ACWA) have released reports 
calling for restoration efforts in our forestland, particularly in the 
Sierra Nevada, to decrease the chance for mega-fires and 
increase water supply. The Sierra Nevada provides enough 
drinking water for 23 million people and is home to 
approximately two-thirds of California's water. 
  
By increasing restoration to California's forests through 
mechanical thinning and restoring meadows, California will 
simultaneously decrease the risk of mega-fires - like the King 
Fire - while promoting a healthier forest and increase water 
runoff. Currently, dense forests impede snowfall on ground level 
and decrease the forests' ability to store snow. More than 50 
percent of meadows in the Sierra region have suffered due to 
land-use practices and diminishes their water capacity. 
  
Restoration cannot solve California's drought or cease large 
fires, but it is part of the solution. More importantly, there are 
economic benefits to restoration. Increased hydropower 
generation and water uses will cover between a third and the full 
cost of thinning. California can avoid paying $5 million a day like 
they had to for the King Fire, and will economically benefit from 
an increase in water. 
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To learn more about these solutions, visit Sierra Nevada's fact 
sheet on the Watershed Improvement Program, The Nature 
Conservancy's  Water Supply Benefits from Forest Restoration 
Report, and the Association of California Water Agencies' 
(ACWA) Improving California's Headwater report. 
  
 

 
  

Managing Forest Health for Water Resources 
Western Governor's Association Webinar 

 
Prolonged drought conditions are accompanied by numerous 
threats to the health of western forests ranging from increased 
wildfire risk to elevated levels of disease and insect mortality. 
Forest thinning efforts increase overall watershed resilience, 
and may also lead to increased runoff and surface water 
availability. 
  
Panelists discussed proactive forest management methods that 
reduce wildfire risk and add security to municipal water 
portfolios. Learn more and watch the webinar here.    
  
  
  
IN THE NEWS      
USDA Blog: How Does Wildlife Respond When Forest 
Management Helps to Reduce Wildfire Risk? 
Forest managers in the western United States often face difficult 
choices when it comes to reducing wildfire hazards while also 
maintaining wildlife habitat in forests that have changed 
dramatically in the last century.  (Read more)  
 
FOX - Sac: Forest Service Considering King Fire 
Restoration Options 
U.S. Forest Service officials hosted a community meeting in 
Placerville Wednesday night to discuss King Fire restoration 
options in the El Dorado National Forest. (Read more)    
  
SacBee: California Assembly sends drought relief package 
to Jerry Brown   
Over the protests of Republicans who said the measure 
unnecessarily extends the government's reach over water 
policy, the California Assembly on Thursday sent Gov. Jerry 
Brown a $1.1 billion drought relief package. (Read more)  
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UPCOMING EVENTS      
FLOC 2015 Annual Meeting    
May 1-2, 2015 at Holiday Inn Auburn 
the Annual Meeting will be held on Friday, May 1 with the Field 
Day portion of the program on Saturday, May 2 at the Blodgett 
Forest Research Station.  The Annual Meeting Committee is 
fine-tuning the draft program and it should be published in early 
January.Learn More  
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